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SCHOOL ROOM SKETCHES 

AMERICUS 

A little pulse throbbed in his throat 

When he recited. Homely things, 

Wee thoughts like grubs, had fairy wings 

For him. His dark eyes held the sun — 

Mystical; in a room unlit, 

He was my taper. And the tune 

Of his voice was like the laugh in June 

Of a child surprised with loveliness! 



RODERICK 

The stripling Scot! 

His cold, proud face had troubled me — 

What had I known of him? 

Then one day as he stood, gray-eyed, austere, 
I knew. 

A shining ribbon from a girl's brown hair 
Had brushed his hand upon the desk — 
He drew back slightly. 

Cromwell — Cromwell ! 

I wonder if in Scotland . . . 
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